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Michael's practice covers environmental law, energy law and
governmental relations.

Michael received the 2023 F. Patrick Hughes Award of Excellence
from NAIOP for his work representing business interests during the
drafting of Maryland’s Climate Change legislation and regulations.
Michael has the highest possible rating in Martindale-Hubbell
(established by peer review) and was a founding member and the
first elected Chair of the Environmental Section of the Maryland State
Bar Association (MSBA).

Prior to joining Gordon Feinblatt, Michael served as Principal
Counsel to the Maryland Department of the Environment. In this role,
he was the chief environmental attorney for the state and the
principal advisor to the Attorney General on environmental issues. He
also served as an Assistant Attorney General advising the state, at
various times, on issues involving hazardous wastes, water pollution,
solid wastes, radiation control and other environmental and
regulatory issues.

In 2015, Michael was appointed by Governor Larry Hogan to
represent business interests on the Maryland Climate Change
Commission and then reappointed by Senate President Mike Miller in
2016. He co-chairs the Mitigation Work Group of the Commission,
which is developing plans to meet Maryland’s greenhouse gas
targets.

Michael's environmental work has included defending companies
from governmental and third-party environmental claims, providing
advice on greenhouse gas regulations and legislation, negotiating
remediation agreements (including brownfield applications) on
contaminated properties, advising companies on climate change
developments, and negotiating the terms of environmental permits.
Projects on which Michael has worked include solar energy projects;
residential and commercial developments; natural gas and petroleum
pipeline projects; co-generation projects; hazardous waste
incinerators; waste-to-energy plants; infectious waste incinerators;
waterway construction permits for developers and municipal water
supply facilities; wetlands permits for developers, energy companies
and mining operations; critical area approvals for developers; water
appropriation and water discharge permits; landfill and other solid
waste permits; permits to construct and operate air emission sources
(including Title V permits and CPCN permits for energy projects); and
work on air and water discharge permits for industrial and energy
clients.

Michael's energy work has included the permitting of new renewable
energy projects in Maryland. He currently represents a number of
coal, natural gas and solar generating stations, seeking or renewing
environmental permits. He has also provided advice on rate
proceedings for large energy customers and for energy producers.
Michael was appointed by Governor Martin O'Malley to serve as one



of the inaugural members on the Strategic Energy Investment Fund
Advisory Board, which provides advice to the Maryland Energy
Administration (MEA) on the budgeting of funds from the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative auctions.

Described by The Baltimore Sun as a "high-profile lobbyist
representing builders and industrial interests," Michael's lobbying
practice has included the representation of energy companies,
energy customers, manufacturing interests and developers before
the General Assembly. Michael has helped draft many of the most
significant Maryland environmental and energy legislation, including
the Maryland Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (both the original Act in
2009 and the renewal in 2015), the Maryland Electricity Restructuring
Act, the Maryland Brownfields Act and statutes reforming the process
for issuing environmental permits in Maryland.



